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From industrial empires to Hollywood glamour, from 
centuries-old royal lines to political legacies, Dynasties 
explores the world’s most enduring and powerful family 
dynasties. 
 
 
The world’s affairs are in the hands of a few. The one 
percent. They own oil fields, dominate Hollywood, and run 
lucrative industrial and commercial empires. Whether 
through unapologetic nepotism or dynastic succession, at 
the centre of this power aren’t just individuals but families stretching back generations. Parents who pass their 
businesses onto the next generation; those who inherit titles through age-old customs; and children who bank 
on the same skills as their parents.  
 
Across four eye-opening episodes, Dynasties delves into the inner workings of the world’s most powerful and 
intriguing families. Each episode is built around a theme in which 6-8 families are explored. Each story is self-
contained, but an overarching narrative relevant to the theme ties them together, revealing stories about them 
from the late 19th century to today. Rich film archives and restored imagery allow us to delve into the past and 
present, tracing these inimitable families from their sometimes humble origins all the way to their modern day 
successes and their powerful presence across global politics, cinema, business and more.  
 
In each episode, historians and observers discuss the influence of these families, which often extends far beyond 
what we imagine. Dynasties combines expert commentary with news archive to explore fame, its pitfalls and 
benefits of families who have lived their lives in the limelight. The burden of birthrights. The scandals, the 
outrageous nepotism and corruption. The motivation behind the money. And of course, the common themes that 
unite them all: ambition, loyalty to family, and wisdom, passed down from generation to generation, 
transforming a bloodline into a powerhouse pedigree.  
 
Under the theme of Power, episode one features non-official dynastic rulers from the 20th century and today 
that have established political legacies. Think Bhutto, Kim, Nehru/Gandhi, Kennedy, Roosevelt, and Trudeau.  
 
In episode two, Fame, we meet the glamorous movie stars, moguls and musical geniuses with strong family 
lines in the biz. From the world of film and TV: Bachchan, Chaplin, Coppola, Fonda, Lee, Reynolds/Fisher and 
Skarsgard, and from music: Jones/Shankar, Cole, Iglesias, Jackson, Judd, and Marley.  
 
Episode three centres on Fortune, the uber rich magnates at the helms of some of the world’s largest banks, 
multinational corporations and conglomerates. Unlike their political and celebrity peers, they operate mostly out 
of the spotlight, behind the scenes pulling the strings … This is the story of people with the names Ambani, Lee 
(Byung-chul), Murdoch, Olayan, Onassis, Rockefeller, Rothschild, Slim Helú, and of course, Trump.  
 
The most obvious example of family dynasty are those who have the fortune (or misfortune, depending on how 
you look at it) of being born a royal. A royal birthright guarantees a lifetime of privilege, wealth, and whether one 
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likes it or not, intense scrutiny. This episode, Royalty, explores royal families from the recent past and the 
present. From the houses that collapsed in the 20th century that still have living descendants – Egypt and Sudan, 
Greece, Italy, Russia and South Korea – to some of the few houses that still stand – Britain, Denmark, Japan, 
Jordan, Monaco, Spain, Thailand, and Tonga.  
 
EPISODE OUTLINE 
 
Each episode will feature around 6-8 families. The outline features a brief biography of each family’s key 
members.  
 
Episode One: Power 
Families to feature include: 

 
BHUTTO This famous family has been at the heart of Pakistani 
politics for decades. Infighting, intrigue, abuse of power, 
assassinations. This family has been through it all.  
 
Benazir Bhutto (1953-2007) – daughter of Zulfikar and Nusrat, 
Benazir was the first woman to head a democratic government 
in a Muslim majority country, a post she held twice. Known for 
her economic reforms and stance on women’s issues, Benazir 
was a controversial figure and was assassinated in 2007.  
 
Nusrat Ispahani (1929-2011) – an Iranian-Kurdish public figure 
who served as Pakistan’s first lady until the 1977 coup, Nusrat 

was a senior member of cabinet, former leader of the PPP and mother of Benazir. 
 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto (1928-1979) – founder of the Pakistan Peoples Party and served as prime minister from 1973-
1977. He was executed by political opponents.  
 
KIM The most secretive but fearsome family dynasty in the world rule with an iron fist and cult of personality in 
the Communist dictatorship of North Korea.  
 
Kim Jong-un (1982-) – loves basketball, is keen on nuclear missile programmes, and sports one of the most 
recognisable haircuts in the world. Kim Jong’s grip over North Korea is as strong as his father’s and 
grandfather’s.  
 
Kim Jong-il (1941-2011) – famous for his turn as a puppet in Team America (2005), Kim Jong-il was reportedly 
obsessed with Elvis and feared flying, like his father. Also like his father (and son), he oversaw a horrific 
concentration camp regime for criminals and political defectors.   
 
Kim Il-sung (1912-1994) – the founder of the DPRK, Kim Il-sung led the invasion of South Korea in 1950 after 
Japanese colonial rule ended and served in office for over 45 years.  
 
NEHRU/GANDHI This popular but controversial clan is most famous for its fight against British rule and for 
giving India its only female head of state. 
 
Jawaharlal Nehru (1889-1964) – Mahatma Gandhi’s (1869-1948) right hand man, Nehru was a central figure in 
India’s fight for independence. After finally ejecting the British, Nehru was elected prime minister of a newly 
partitioned India in 1947.  
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Kamala Nehru (1899-1936) – a prominent freedom fighter, 
Kamala organised groups of women to picket foreign-owned 
shops and was considered a significant through to the British.  
 
Indira Gandhi (1917-1984) – Indira was the first female prime 
minister of India and daughter of Nehru and Kamala. She was a 
ruthless leader who was assassinated by her own bodyguards 
who were Sikh nationalists.  
 
Rajiv Gandhi (1944-1991) – Indira’s son took office after his 
mother’s death. He was a former pilot who went into politics at 
Indira’s request. He was assassinated by a suicide bomber from 
the LTTE.  

 
KENNEDY An Irish immigrant family that rose through the ranks of politics and high society, the Kennedys are 
often considered the closest thing to a royal family in America.  
 
John F Kennedy (1917-1963) – JFK is one of the best remembered presidents in American history for both his 
professional and personal life. Video of his horrific assassination in Dallas is equal parts chilling and heart-
breaking. Father of Caroline Kennedy (1957-) and JFK Jr (1960-1999). 
 
Jackie Bouvier Kennedy Onassis (1929-1994) – Presidential advisor Clark Clifford once wrote to Jackie O, "Once 
in a great while, an individual will capture the imagination of people all over the world. You have done this.” It’s 
hard not to agree with him, for Jackie O was a fascinating woman: she was a publisher, fashion icon, patron of 
the arts, first lady, and mother of JFK Jr and Caroline. People remain enthralled with her to this very day.  
 
Robert F Kennedy (1925-1968) – ‘Bobby’ was a presidential candidate and a proponent of racial and economic 
justice and non-aggressive foreign policy. He suffered the same unfortunate fate as his brother – he was 
assassinated by a lone, male gunman. Robert was married to Ethel Kennedy (1928-) who after Bobby’s death 
devoted herself to human rights causes. She suffered multiple tragedies in her life: her son David died of a drug 
overdose in 1984 and her other son Michael died in a skiing accident in 1997.  
 
Episode Two: Fame  
Families to feature include: 

 
BACHCHAN This family are the darlings of the Indian film 
industry, an acting dynasty spanning some five decades.  
 
Amitabh Bachchan (1942-) – Amitabh first gained 
popularity as an actor in the 1970s. ‘Big B’ has since 
appeared in over 190 films and is widely regarded as one 
of the greatest and influential movie stars of Indian 
cinema. He is married to fellow actor Jaya Bachchan 
(1948-) who is also a current Member of Parliament.  
 

Aishwarya Rai (1973-) – often considered the most beautiful woman in the world, Aishwarya first shot to stardom 
after winning the 1994 Miss World pageant. She’s modelled for the world’s most lucrative fashion brands and 
has starred in both Indian and foreign films. She’s married to Amitabh and Jaya’s son, Abishek.  
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Abishek Bachchan (1976-) – husband of Aishwarya, Abishek has starred in over 50 films. Abishek and his wife 
are insanely popular amongst fans and the Indian media watch their every move – their wedding was practically 
a national event. 
 
COPPOLA This Italian-American family are Hollywood royalty whose vast cinematic influence stretches across 
many genres and eras.  
 
Francis Ford Coppola (1939-) – a central figure in the New Hollywood wave of filmmaking, Francis’s films often 
top the lists of best films ever made. Apocalypse Now (1979), The Godfather trilogy and The Rainmaker (1997) 
are just a few.    
 
Sofia Coppola (1971-) – Sofia memorably made her debut as the baby in the baptism scene of The Godfather 
(1972). She won an Oscar for Original Screenplay in 2004 for Lost in Translation and at age 32 was the youngest 
woman ever to be nominated as Best Director, also for Lost in Translation.  
 
Nicolas Cage (1964-) – accomplished actor and favourite subject of internet memes, Nicolas is the nephew of 
Francis Ford Coppola who famously changed his name to Cage (after comic book character Luke Cage) to make 
his own reputation. He won an Oscar for Adaptation (2002).  
 
JONES/SHANKAR Musical talent didn’t skip a generation in this family, which not only spans eras and genres 
but continents.  
 
Norah Jones (1979-) – born Geetali Norah Jones Shankar, Norah’s sold a staggering 50 million albums 
worldwide and once held the record for most amount of Grammy’s won (five) in a single year by a female artist. 
She’s daughter of famous sitar player, Ravi Shankar, from whom she remained estranged until the final years of 
his life.  
 
Ravi Shankar (1920-2012) – Ravi was an expert sitar player but was probably most famous to Western audiences 
for teaching George Harrison of The Beatles how to play the instrument. Ravi was from a Bengali family and was 
awarded India’s highest civilian honour, the Bharat Ratna, in 1999 for his services to music.  
 
Anoushka Shankar (1981-) – Anoushka began learning the sitar from her father, Ravi, at the age of seven and 
has made guest appearances on other artist recordings including Lenny Kravitz and Sting.  She’s the half-sister 
of Norah Jones and married to English director Joe Wright. She become the youngest-ever and first woman 
nominee in the Grammy’s World Music category for her album Live at Carnegie Hall.  

 
JACKSON probably the most famous musical family ever, the Jacksons 
helped define a generation with their smooth Motown tunes and 
afterwards through massively successful solo careers.  
 
Janet Jackson (1966-) – Janet’s the youngest of the Jacksons and is 
one of the most successful artists ever with her genre crossing blend of 
music – rnb, funk, disco, soul and rap. She’s known for her socially 
conscious, innovative and provocative music.   
 
Michael Jackson (1958-2009) – dubbed the ‘King of Pop’ (and ‘Wacko 
Jacko’), Michael is one of the most popular and influential entertainers 
ever. He started out with his brothers in The Jackson 5 but soon 
became the breakout star of the group. His personal life, including the 

controversies surrounding child molestation charges, were scrutinised as much as his professional life. He died 
from an overdose of medications and his doctor was eventually charged with involuntary manslaughter.  
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The Jackson Five – Michael and his brothers Jermaine (1954-), Jackie (1951-), Tito (1953-) and Marlon (1957-) 
formed in 1964 and were one of the first groups of black American performers to gain a mainstream following. 
They inspired ‘Jacksonmania’, where hoards of screaming fans would follow them everywhere.  
 
Episode Three: Fortune 
Families to feature include: 

 
LEE (BYUNG-CHUL) The South Korean family at the head 
of the sprawling Samsung empire has wealth equal to 
around 17% of the country’s GDP – and seemingly endless 
drama. Sabotage, espionage, succession battles and 
sibling rivalries.  
 
Lee Byung-chul (1910-1987) – Lee Byung-chul is said to 
have started off with just $25 when he opened his first 

white goods store. Cut to 2017, Samsung has $219 billion in assets and is still run by his descendants. Samsung 
is a chaebol, or a large industrial conglomerate run by families.  
 
Lee Kun-hee (1942-) – the chairman of the Samsung Group and third son of Lee Byung-chul, Lee Kun-hee 
helped transform the company into what it is today. But he’s not been without controversy. In 2008, police raided 
his home on allegations that the company was responsible for a slush fund of billions used to bribe influential 
judges and political figures. He was sentenced to prison but was pardoned. His sister Lee Sook-hee (who 
married an heir from rival company LG) and another brother tried to sue Lee Kun-hee for over $3.5 billion, 
claiming their father left it to them.  
 
Lee Myung-hee (1943-) – Lee Byung-chul’s youngest daughter and chairwoman of the Shinsegae department 
store franchise. The flagship store in Busan is the largest department store in the world. She has been fined 
numerous times for hiding billions of dollars worth of stock under different names.  
 
Lee Boo-jin (1969-) – Forbes named Lee Kun-lee’s daughter the 93rd most powerful woman in the world in 2017 
and is often seen as a rival to heir-apparent, her brother Lee Jae-yong who has recently been at the centre of his 
own scandal. South Korean prosecutors are seeking a 12-year jail term for hiLee Jae-kong’s role in a corruption 
case that saw the downfall of the nation’s president, Park Guen-hye.  
 
MURDOCH the family that controls a media empire spanning Fox News, the Times of London and the Wall Street 
Journal, hobnobs with celebrities. But scrutiny over the family’s interference with news reporting and 
association with politicians has made them highly unpopular.  
 
Rupert Murdoch (1931-) – this Australian-born American mogul is the 96th richest person in the world with a net 
worth of $13.1 billion. He started News Limited in the 1950s, and began acquiring newspapers all over the world, 
soon branching into film and book publishing. One of his most infamous scandals was in 2011 when he faced 
allegations that his companies, particularly News of the World, were hacking the phones of celebrities, royals 
and public citizens. He’s now married to English model, Jerry Hall.  
 
Elisabeth Murdoch (1968-) – Rupert’s second daughter and former non-executive chairperson of Shine Group in 
the UK.  
 
Lachlan Murdoch (1971-) – Rupert’s eldest son is seen as heir apparent to the Murdoch empire. He’s married to 
Australian model Sarah O’Hare, and is executive co-chairman of News Corp and 21st Century Fox. His brother, 
James Murdoch (1972-) is former chairman and CEO of News Corp. He was forced to resign from BSkyB in 2012 
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over the phone-hacking scandal and is set to depart the company after Disney acquired a stake in Fox, leading to 
rumours Rupert will write James out of the will.  
 
ONASSIS the family known not only for its huge shipping fleet but who its members married.  
 
Aristotle Onassis (1906-1975) – the shipping magnate who amassed the world’s largest privately owned shipping 
fleet, making him one of the richest and famous men on the planet. He married three times: Athina Livanos, 
daughter of another shipping magnate who was only 17 when she married a 40-year-old Aristotle; Maria Callas, 
the opera prima donna; and most famously, to Jacqueline Kennedy, former American First Lady, who after the 
marriage was popularly called Jackie O.  
 
Athina Onassis (1985-) – the granddaughter of Aristotle, Athina is her grandfather’s only living descendant. She 
inherited 55% of his vast fortune making her one of the richest women in the world, although the exact amount 
is not known. She was reluctant to carry on her family’s legacy and did not become president of the company 
when she came of age, distancing herself from the name that made her famous.  
Christina Onassis (1950-1988) – Christina was the only daughter of Aristotle and had one brother, Alexander, 
both of whom were said not to have trusted their father’s third wife, Jackie Kennedy. In a period of two years, she 
lost her brother, mother (died of a drug overdose) and her father (bad health). She was being groomed to take 
over the family business, which she did successfully but was well known for her extravagant spending and 
relationships. She is said to have died of a heart attack.  

 
TRUMP Arguably the world’s most hated family, the Trumps 
have their fingers in multiple pies: entertainment, 
universities, failed businesses and of course, the United 
States government.  
 
Donald Trump (1946-) – the most famous member of the 
family, Donald made his mark by taking over the family’s 
real estate business, making media appearances and 
hosting The Apprentice. He’s an alleged abuser, has a 

number of failed businesses and is now President of the United States.  
 
Ivanka Trump (1981-) – is a former model, fashion designer and now a senior political advisor to her father. 
Ivanka claims to be an advocate for women’s rights (her father’s own behaviour excluded of course) and Israel.  
 
Jared Kushner (1981-) – investor and real estate developer currently married to Ivanka Trump. He was made a 
senior political advisor to his father-in-law but has been investigated for allegedly colluding with the Russians to 
interfere with the Trump presidential campaign. Jared’s own father isn’t much better – his father Charles was 
imprisoned for two years for illegal campaign contributions, tax evasion and witness tampering.  
 
Episode Four: Royals  
Families to feature include: 
 
Britain the world’s most famous royal family, this clan’s lineage has links with most if not all of Europe’s former 
and current monarchies (i.e. it’s rife with inbreeding). While their ancestors were responsible for invading a 
quarter of the world, engaging in religious persecution and slavery, the Windsors today have little political 
significance and are hugely popular with a mostly adoring British public that analyses their every move.  
 
Queen Elizabeth II (1926-) – she’s the longest-lived and longest reigning British monarch, reaching her Sapphire 
Jubilee in 2017 – that’s 65-years as Britain’s monarch. She became heir to the throne after her uncle Edward’s 
shocking abdication. She’s lived through extraordinary times, including WWII and the decolonisation period. She 
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is mother of four (humans, not corgis) and rarely gives interviews. She’s managed to remain a relatively 
secretive person, an astonishing feat for one of her position. 

Prince Charles (1948-) – Elizabeth’s oldest son and heir apparent to the British throne (he’s also the oldest and 
longest-serving heir apparent in British history). Apart from his ears, he’s well known to the public for his 
tumultuous marriage to Diana Spencer, his extramarital affair with Camilla Parker Bowles and his social 
interests that included founding the Prince’s Trust charity in 1976.  

Diana Spencer (1961-1997) – Diana was only 20-years-old when she married a 32-year-old Charles. Their 
marriage was broadcast to around 750 million worldwide. She was well-known for her charitable work and was 
the subject of intense tabloid scrutiny – stories about her on were printed on a daily basis. She died in a car 
accident while being chased by paparazzi through a Paris tunnel, sending shockwaves across the world.  

MONACO The House of Grimaldi have ruled this microstate 
with brief interruptions since 1297. It caught the world’s 
attention when the glamorous American actress Grace 
Kelly married Prince Rainier.  

Grace Kelly (1929-1982) – Grace was the iconic leading lady 
of Hollywood’s golden age: blonde, beautiful and talented. 
She starred in two of Hitchcock's most famous films Dial M 
for Murder and Rear Window in 1954, and one year later 
met Prince Rainier of Monaco. The year after that, they 
married in what the press dubbed ‘the wedding of the 

century’. Despite marrying into royalty, her commoner family still had to pay a dowry – her father John forked 
over some $2 million to help pay for the wedding.  

Prince Albert (1958-) – one of the wealthiest royals in the world with almost $1 billion in the bank. Despite being 
Grace and Rainier’s second-born after sister Caroline, he is currently reigning monarch of Monaco due to male 
line of succession rules. He’s had at least two children out of wedlock, which became an issue when his lack of 
legitimate children was a matter of public and political concern. Thankfully, he married in 2011 and has since 
had two – legitimate – children.  

Charlotte Casiraghi (1986-) – the second child of Caroline, she’s ninth in line to the throne.  She’s a professional 
equestrian, published writer and magazine editor and is a regular fixture at European fashion shows. Unlike her 
uncle, Prince Albert, Charlotte bears a strong resemblance to grandmother Grace Kelly.  

JAPAN the Imperial House of Japan is said to have been founded in 660 BC, making it the oldest continuous 
hereditary monarchy in the world. That doesn’t make it any easier for this ancient family dynasty to keep up with 
the times. 

Princess Masako (1961-) – the Crown Princess of Japan is married to its heir Prince Naruhito. Her father was 
former president of the International Court of Justice and she has studied at Harvard, Oxford and the University 
of Tokyo. Initially unwilling to give up a career in diplomacy, Masako rejected Naruhito’s proposal twice before 
finally accepting. She has one daughter, Aiko, but due to the Chrysanthemum Throne’s archaic laws on male 
succession Aiko is not in line to the throne and has been passed over in favour of her male cousin.  

Princess Mako (1991-) – Mako is the eldest grandchild of the current Emperor and Empress of Japan. She has a 
Master’s degree in Museum Studies and is something of an internet idol amongst fans of the royal family. In 
2017, it was announced Mako would marry a commoner, which according to the Imperial Household Law means 
Mako would be stripped of her royal status and title. The wedding has since been postponed to 2020.  




